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Pelobaptiſmns in Eccleſti Jadaici in admiſſione Proſelytorum ita fuit 
notus, uſrrarus & frequens, ut nihil fere notins aut uſfitatius : Non 
jgitur 05Us erat ut aliquo Precepto roboretur, cum Baptiſmus jam 
in Sicramentum evaderet evangelicum. Dr. Lightfoot, Hor. 
Heby. P- 49, 
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Chriticon Reader. 


Tis the good Counſcl of Solomon, yea, and of a greater then Solomon, unqie- 
ſtionably worthy of all Acceptation, Buy the Truth, and ſell it not, Prov.23.23. 
Importing, that Divine Truth Papaſting matters of Faith and obedience) isa 
good Bargain, what ever it colts; and that he will be a great loſ-r, that ſuffers 
tymſelfto b= cheated of it, or parts from it on any Terms. One may buy Gold 
too dear : but Trath will pay for the purchaſe at any rate. The merchandiſe of it is 
b:tter then the m :rchan.liſe of ſilver : and the Gain thereof then fine Gold, Prov.3.14. 
Truth is ſuch an excellent co:nmadity as will more then quit the cot of any pains and 
Travel ja the purſuit of it, aad cannot bz exchanged (as wares by the Merchagt) for a- 
w thing. the world aFords, but to great diſadvantage. It was the afeRionate ſpeech, 
and is deſervedly one of th- many celebrated ſayings of that bappy Inſtrument of the 
Reformation, the great Muriin Lub:r,nr0tivs ruat Calum, perear nas mics weriidathe, 
Let the Sky fall, or Hzaven tu nble on our head, rather Gen on? erumb or particle of 
Truth periſh, Which though it may be dzſpiſed by wreligious Scepticks and worldly 
Politicians (the wiſe fools of the times that deride the ſeriouſneſs of good men in this 
matter)as a raſh Effort of injudicious Zeal; yet was indeed a \-ntence well fitted to the 
lips (Prov.22.18.) of ſo renowned a Champion of Truth in kis Generation, But what: 
Tarsthen are ſufficient to lament the Spirit an\l genius of roo many Profellors at this 
day ? the wantonne(ls, the levity, the unaccountable fickleneſs and folly of men, that 
makelittle di ference hetween Truth and Ecror, ſpurn at Truth, and ſupport them- 
ſelves with their own deceivings, anil can, por. very {1:1der occaſions abandon the 
Trath they have ſomevimes courted and entertained, falling in love with, and eſpou- 
ting thoſe erroneous opinions about the things of God, which both Scripture and Rea- 
ſan, as well as the mot pious, learned, and Judicious men have condemned and bran- 
44 ?This is matter of unſpeakable ſorrow, ani portends very ill, to this looſe and 
fight, evil and adulterous Generation, Whoſv is wiſe and obſerves theſe things, will 
dread the Conſequents, and tremble to think, what ſevere courſe the Lord (who is ve- 
ry jealous of the honour of his Truth) may take, to right himſelf and his Truth, and 
bring it in reque!t again. What hath been ſaid of Divine Truth ingeneral, may be 
brought down to particulars, and aptly enough applyed to that pretions Truth which 
few Treatiſe labours in the defence of,reſpeCting the Diuine Right of Infant Bap- 


« Which indeed is a Tcfth of higher Elevation,and greater Importance then many of 
good Friends of it apprehend ; And the oppoſite Error (however reſented by ſome 

w very harmleſs, and of no dangerous Influence into the main concerns of a Chriſtian, 
drepreſented by others as a Truth of great Foy av! os and laid in the Foundation 
efapure and entire Reformation from —_— iſm) will be found (upon - due 
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To the Reader, 


fearch ints the nature 2nd Appurtenances of it) plainly ſubverſive ofthe frame (mip, 
I not have iſaid ? of the whole Frame) of Divine Diſpenſations towatdsthe cite 
Church ef Chriſt in the World. It is not unworthy of a ſerious Inquiry, what ſhcyjg 
be the matter that ſo many Chriſtians are ſo much enamoured on that Error of Antipg. 
and make no difficulty to ſell er give away that great Truth concerning yy, 

Intereſt of their Children inthe Coverant of God, and the Appendant Seal of it, 1,4. 
withfanding ſo much Scripture evidence for the priviledge of the Seed of Belicrers, 
fuch an vtter ſilence of the Scriptures of the New-Teflament, as to any expreſs or cc. 
ſequential denyal, Repeal, or Revocation of the Grant of that priviledge, w hich was ſg 
clearly made, and long enjoyed by rhe Church-Seed before the coming of our dear 
Lord Jeſus into the World. Itis not ill gueſſed in my Apprehenſfion, by a worthy 
man,that ſome of the cauſes why many perſons pretending to Religion and Conſcience, 
are ſo ftrangely tranſported and carryed away withthat erroneous Opinion ſo uncom. 
fortable ro themſelves, ſo injurious to their Children, are, ibe want of due efterm of Cy. 
wvenant priviledges, aud of nttural Afﬀetlion to their _ which the Apoſ'|c long fince 
foretold would be one of the Epidemical diſeaſes of theſe laſt & perilous Times, 2 Tin, 
2.3, There are at this day loud Outcries made and lamentable Tragedies raiſed z- 
bout Perſecution: and it were well for ſome in the World, ifthey were altogether 
groundleſs. That Perſecution upon the account of the profeſſion of Religien, which 
the Scripture condemns, (and I know no Reaſon toenlarge the Notion of it beyondthe 
Þoundls the Scripture bath aſſigned it) is not (for ought appears) troubling men for an 
erroneous Conſcience, and the Diſorders or Irregularities they ruſh upon, in purſy- 
ance theccof, but for Righteouſneſs ſake, Math,s.10. Chriſts fake, ver,11, for Chrifl 
Name, 1 Pxt.4.14, for Clirifts ſake and the Goſpels, Mark,$.35, So that hewho (uf. 
fers, fills up that which is behind of the AﬀiCtions of Chriſt, &c, Col,1,24. And hath 
ſich Communion with Chriſt in his $Sufferings, that Chriſt is perſecuted in Himand 
with Him, At g.4. which how it can be verifted concerning ſuch as ſufer for Hereſy 
or Heterodoxy profeſſed and practiſed, is beyond the reach of my underſtanding. jt's 
readily acknowledged, that that perſecution which the Scripture bragds is a prievous 
pro ocation, ard one of the great fins of AntiChrilt and bis Followers, whoſe damngti. 
on lumbers not. But what if the Antipedobapriſts themſelves are engaged ina courſ: 
of Perſecution ?yea, and of the moſt barbarous and unnatural Perſe cution, iu theirir. 
Jurious and cruel uſage of poor Children, that are vncapable of the uſe of Tongue, or 
Pen,or Hand in their own juſt deſence 2 Was it perfecntion in I{hmzel to derideani 
mcck Iſaac, (Gen.21,9, Gal-4.29. on the account of his Right ar prerogative of 
Primogrniture, and Heirſhip, or Intereſt in the Covenant of Get, as [7 me not impro- 
bably conjeCture ? And is it none in then, that deny the Mtereſt of the children of Ger- 
tile Believers (upen whom is come the bleſſing of Abraham, Ga!,3.14.) in the Cove. 
nant and promiſe of God ? Was it perſecution in Sauland his Cuunſellors, that drove 
Das id away from abiding in the Inheritance of the Lord, ſaving (according to the uſt 
con{truGion of their practices againſt him )Go, ſerve other Gods” 1 Sam,26.19. And 
is itnone in them that would drive the children of the faithful out of the Interitance 
oft the Lord, and Gifſeize them of that which God lath given them to poſſeſs ? ſaving, 
in Efeft, what have you todo with the Lord God of Iſrael? Juſh 22.24. Was it per- 
tecution in Diccleſiawto emit an EdiCt, and give order that all Chriſtians ſhould he 0.) 
franchiſcd, and loſe their givil priviledges ? And is it none in them that would dereſt) 
child. en of better priviledge3 then Diocleſiau could pive or take away * Was it perſe- 
cuticn in Falizs the Apoltate to forbid the children of Chri”ians Atmitſien into the 


6chovls of Learning ? And iait none ig them that would undiſciple them, and turn 
them 


To the Reader. 


gem ont ofthe School of Chriſt  Wazit perſecution in Heathens and Antichriftians 
to murder the children of Chriſtians with their Parents or Relations ? (of which the * 
” gGollowing diſcourſe gives ſome Inſtances) And is it gone in them that would rob chil- 
dren of that which is dearer and better then their lives? their intereſt I mean in the 
Covenant of God ( on which the viſible hope of their Salvation depends) and the Se 
of it ? 1 doubt not, whatever is clamour'd tothe contrary, but the intereſt of childr 
in the Covenant of grace, and the initiating Seal thereof, hath been irrefragably 
monſtrated by many of the Lords Servants ; and is now afferted and vindicated wi 
high hand of Evidence, by the Learned and Judicious Author of this Treatiſe. A 
may we'not then if we liſted torecriminate, return a much juſter charge of perſecution 
upon the men of this heterodox opinion then they can poſlibly faſten upon their Oppo- 
ſites ? I ſpeak not of the deſign of the Opinioniſts, but of the nature and tendency of 
the opinion, which una Litura with one daſh,ſtrikes ont one half of Gods Covenant with 
Rehevers, and turns all their Seed out of poſſeikon of that inheritance which God hath 
girenthem, | confeſs it were no ſwall indifcretiontogive hard words in this Preface, 
where there is no room to back them with hard Arguments; but that Iam well afſu- 
red the following diflertation will make good all L have ſaid with Advantage, Itis 
truly ſaid by a very moderate and judicious Divine (Mr. Foſepb Caryl) Though erring 
perſons may bave our Charity, yet no e710 ought to bave our love : Though many who erre 
may have much of our patience, yet there is noerror ( how ſmall ſvever) ſhould have 
any of our countenance. I profeſs 7 have a great deal of charity for many well-meaning 
ons,that have unawares imbib'd or inconſiderately ſlipt into that Error of Anabap- 
tim, Nor would / be ſo unkind te the opinion of Axtipedobapriſm(as bad as it is)as togive 
irthat hard name of Hereſy, in that ſenſe of the word which hath obtained in the 
Church for many Ages, importing an Error in the foundation of Faith, pertinaciouſly re 
tained againſt due means of Conviction, But / cannot avoid ſaying, it isan Error of too 
perillous conſequence to be dandled & dallied withal:& it argues but an ill ſpirit& very 
low eſteem of the Truth, when a man dreads no Error, but that which will damn him : 
which yet an Error, ſmall in it ſelf, or in compariſon, may do, as it may be circumſtan- 
ed, Nor yet can thoſe juſtly cenſure us for laying much weight upon this matter of 
the intere't of children in the Covenant, and Seal of it, who themſelves are tranſported 
to ſuchextremiry on the other fide, as to place proram ac puppim, the whole and al!, 
ina manner of their Religion, in the belief and praGtice of Anabaptiſm ; Antichriſtia- 
nizing, or unchriftianizing (ina very Magifterial and dictatorly way) all that are not 
| baptized into their ſpirit, and in their way : Acknowledging none for the Churches 
; of Chriſt , or true Members thereof (that is, viſible Heirs of Salvation) but thoſe 
. that are of their own Con!titution and Profeſſion. 


That t1 is 7 rror of the Aral aptifts Fath been a great Troubler of the Church and Di= 


. Anrber of the peace and Order thereof, to the extream diſparagement and ob!{truftion 
e of the work of Reformation, 1s well known to thoſe that are acquainted with the 
| Viltory of the laſt Age. Nor doth the Lord ordinarily bleſs the world with the dif 
( corery of any momentous Truth in Religion, by the hand of Perſons of ſuch a Com=- 
n plexion , a5the Fathers of this Opinion were in the la{t Century, whoſe horrible 
LH Immoralities, and almoſt unexampled (utrages (roo notorious and demonſtrable ta 
» be denied with anv great hope of Relief) were enough torturn the ſpirits, and enflame 
[-/ the Zeal ef all ſyber an conſcientious perſons again? them and their Sentiments. IF 
t\ it might be ſyppoſet cf:er fuch unde niable Demonſtration of the Error of it, that the 
A Opinion of Arabaptifts is the Truth; I muſt ſay, lt is the unhappieſt truth that erer 
: yet appecred on the Stage, in retpect of the trouble it bach girenthe Chutch of God, 
fl 
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andthe prodigious enormicyes ofth2 ficſt Diſcozerers anl1 Followers of if, Tho 1gh 
ſoine Errors are meer inarmities of the Vnderſtandiag, where there is an hon? Hzacr, 
bat a weak and inju.licious H2ad ; yet mot Errors are occaſton2d by a corrupt Bias in 
the will and aF-Rions : anJ ſv was this manifelUy in thoſe that unhappily itartzd it in 
the infancy of th: R-formation, to th2 great Scandal of ths World, and w-akniag th: 
hands of the firlt R-for ners. I know there are ſo n2 quick aa.l p1 15:97 Ecpce hogs 
of the Author of this Tr-atiſe, in the manag2ment of nis la t Argu n :at,-wiich thoſe 
(ldoubt nut } again't whom their edg2 and jaint is turnzd, wiil quickly feel and con- 
Plain of : but let him not b:co ne their ea:m} for telling thew the Trath, Ta-re is 
one ſureand good way to h-Ip them{elves in this caſe : Let them quir their Ercroran] 
they are unconcerned. let is neczary to remind the World of che Trath of thoſe Hi- 
ſtorical Pallages , when there are lvme of latz that have conad :nce and For-hal 
enough to face down thz world, ifit were pothble, in thoſe matters of Fact, whic! 
were ated but yeſterday in compariſon, and not don: ina cornzratcelted by very ma- 
ny witneſſes of unqueltionable. Reputation, Nor is it ay great won:l:r if thoſe men 
have impudence enough to cry dawn lafant-Baptit.n as a nuperous or uovel incention, 
an upſtart Error, the pretty contrivance of ſome Pape $&& Heretick, naknownto the 
primitive times ofthe Church ; that ave the boldneſs to deny, or queſtion, or palliate 
the foul miſcarriages of the Founders of their ordzr again(t the be't evidence that can 
be giren by the Sons of men.Concerning the cogency,or how concluding this Argument 
from Gods Teſtimony in the wayes of his providence, is, / will not here diſpute, bat 
ſurely the world had need b- told the Truth in this matter, though it cannot be done 
without dealing otherwiſe, with the memory of the Ringleaders of ibs new Way, then 
will he tothe liking oftheir Followers, Nor can the Error bz branded as it deſerves,and 
menduely cautioned againſt it without ſuch juit refletions upon the prime Aﬀlertors of 
it, When Chriſt hath ſignifted his diſpleaſure from Heaven again't thoſe that would 
hinder lictle children from coming to him in the way of his appointment, and pleaded 
the cauſe of the children of the Covenant in his ſignal and tremendous Julzzmentsa- 
gainſt thoſe that would injuriouſly bereave them of their Covenant-Birthright ; /lups 
ſe the Author hath an authentick Diſpenſation, and more then a Diſpenſat10n, tg 
jogg the careleſsor forgetful world, and tell them the (tory of theſe things 07-r agaia, 
It is ſufciently known to tHoſe that know the Author, that he is no-1e of che Iih na-ls 
of the times, that hare their hand againtevery man, and love to be taking a Dog by 
the Ears (as Solomon ſpzaks, Prov.26.17.) or to be dahling in the waters of (trife, 
His Abilities in Polemical Divinity are too manifelt to be denyed : but they that know 
his Da&trine and manner of life, cannot but know that the life of his Spiric isin the 
things of praCtical Divinity, and the great Dſizn of his Miniſtry is to promote the pow- 
er and praGtiſe of piety in the greateſt intances, Nor can he be ignurant of the pgs 
nacious humour of his Antagoniſts in this Controverſy, in which ref he 
underſtands well enough, he hath not conſulted his own repoſe in this un4ertaking, 
The love of Trath, and compaſſion to ſuch as are gone out of the way,or may be expo- 
ſed tothe danzer of ſed1fion is doubtleſs, that wh:ch hath drawn him forth to this En» 
222ment.l dare undectake for the Reverend Author(that hath deſerved ſo well of the 


-hurch of God by ſundry diſcourſes formerly publiſh *d)chat his deſign in this Treatiſe | 


isnotto traduce the pzrſons of thoſe that are otherwiſe minded, or expale them tole- 
yerities & ſuFzrings on the hare account of their opinion: but to appear in the d-fence 
of a precious Truth, at ſuch a junture (wh-rein who ſees it not tobe ſeaſonable ?) and 
to ſzcure ſums, reſcue others from the Error of the way of Anabaptiſin, But to _ 
purpoſe 
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fe all this waſt ? may ſome ſay. Sethe cribatur bee eribro, Enough hath been ſaid 
and written on this Subje&t, And it muſt be acknowledged with great Thankfulneſs, 
that there are many excellent and unanſwerable Diſcourſes on this Argument already 
extant. But as long as the Tongues and pens of men are going ſo faſt in the favour of 
Error, it would be irange neglect and uniindneſs in the friends of Truth, if they ſhould 
keave it to ſhift for it ſelf, or deſert their poſt, and quit the defence of it, when there 
ze ſo many Batteries raiſed up againſt it, And poſhbly thoſe that make this ObjeQi- 
on, if they duly weigh the perſpicuity, conciſeneſs, and comprehenfiveneſs of this diſ- 
courſe (wherein the ſumme of w hat is uſually pleaded is delivered in a narrow com- 
paſs) as well as the ſtrength and ſolidity of ig; will thank the Reverend Author for his 
- pains, and acknowledge he hath not labour invain. It muſt be confeſſed 
that the tenaciouſneſs in men of Errors (which take fafter hold of the minds of carnal 
men, and of good men, ſo far as they are carnal, then Truth will do, and have ſome- 
thing whatever it is, that renders them very recommendable to the corrupt principles 
andluſts in the bearts of men) and their unwillingneſs to lay down any dear opiniorr 
they ave once taken up, is no ſmall diſcouragement in this kind of undertaking, And 
it is particularly obſerved by a learned man about an hundred years fince, that the 
Jubantifts in thoſe times were wont with much wilineſs, to _—_— a Humility 
nd Teuchableneſs, as iſthey defired nothing more then InſtruQtion a iQion out 
of the Scriptures, and were my diſpoſed to conform to the diſcoveries of Truth, 
whereas they performed nothing leſs ; but perſevered in their Errors againſt all means 
of Conviction. But it is to be hoped, this CharaQter doth not univerſally agree tothe 
men ofthat pe rſwaſion. Who knows but the good Lord, that hath put itinto the 
heart ofhis Servant to lay out himſelf in this way,may ſo proſper his labour, as tomake 
itinſſrumental to reduce ſcme into the way of Truth, from which they have wandred, 
and deliver them out of the ſnare of Error, with which their foot hath been taken ? 
Rowerer, he will hare comfort in the clearneſs and faithfulneſs of his Teſtimony. 
Jt was the ſaying of him who is Truth it ſelf, To 1h end was / born, and for this cauſe 
come | into the World, that I ſtould bear witweſs tothe Truth, Joh.18.37, If our Lordand 
Maſter thought it worth his coming into the World to bear witneſs tothe Truth,. 
though no man (none in compariſon) received his Teſtimony, Joh.3.32. Well may his 
Senants eſteem their Time and pains well beſtowed in giving due Teſtimony to the 
Truth, though few or none receive their Teſtimony, The bleſling of the God of 
Truth{\who is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, Eph,3. 
77) poe aleng with this ſeaſonable diſcourſe, that it may happily accompliſhall (and 
more then al the good ov by the worthy Author inits publication : which is 
the hearty deſire and prayer of him, who is, good Reader, 
Thy Servant for Chriſt's ſake, 
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Tisan A& both of Charity and Juſtice, to apgear as an Advo- 
cate for thoſe that being wronged are not able to ſpeak for 
themſelves, eſpecially if they be deeply injured, And uch is 
the caſc ofthe children of Gods Servants, when there are de- 

ſigns on foot to turn them out ofthe Lords and their Inheritance, as if 
they had no part in the Lord or in his heavenly Kingdome, but muſt 
all at once ( 240 jure qu47ue injuria) be caſhiered and deprived of all 
the priviledges thereof, and fo the glory raken from them for ever. The 
Lord Jeſus hath not been without thole that have appeared on his 
fide in defending the Cauſe of his dear Lambs, In theſe latter Ages 
eſpecially, great have been the Company of thoſe that have publiched 
and proved their juſt Title before the World, and that it is no uſur- 
pation to ſet the Mark of the Lambs of Chri/f upon them» Few of 
thoſe many who have written ſumms of Divinity, or larger Cate- 
chiſms, but have handled this Argument ; Yea, whole Tracts have 
been log ſince emitted by the moſt eminent Reformers, (ſuch as C al- 
vin, Bullinger, Z uinglin;) tending to evince The aivine Right of In- 
fant Baptiſm, Nor have any done more worthily in this Cauſe, then 
ſome of our own Nation, ſuch as Mr, Ainſworth, Mr. Marſbal, 
Ar Geree, Mr. Fuller, Dr, Hammona, Dr. inter, Dr. Homer, Mr. 
B-in[i-y, Mr, Baxter, Afr, Sidenham, Mr. Stevens, Mr.Crag, Mr. 
Cook, Afr.Carter. Allo of our New Engliſh Div.nes, Mr. Cotton, 
Mr. Ber, Mr. Cobbet, Afr. Phillips have elaborate Treatiſes ex- 
tant onthe ſame ſubje:t. An within thele (ix years laſt paſt, there 
ireat leaſt ſis Miniſters in Englan | that have appearcd in the ſame 
Caule, hve 97 them being provoked thereunto by the daring Confi- 
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Jence of one who having harmaſſed himſelfin Mr Tombr his Armor, 

hath thcught good to enter the Liſt of diſputation, & againto throgy 
the gantlet to the Pe1obaptiſts;, but he is come off with tmall credir, 
they whoin he hath ſtirred vp to fall upon him, having indeed ſmitten 
him under the fifth Rib. So that the Truth we are nowto ſtand vg 
for, hath becn ſo fully vindicated by others, as that hardly any thing 
more nceds to beſpoken 3 In which reſpett, 1 would have fparcd this 
pains, had I not been ſenſible that the difcourſes mentione! arc in few 
hands, and not to be purchaſed, or if they were. ſome of them are vg. 
luminous and in that as wcll as on other Accounts, not fo adapte | for 
vulgar Capacityes. Morcover, Anabaptiſtical Books are lately ſcat- 
tered ameng us, whereby not only the Lambs of the Flock arc in can- 
gcr to be loit, but the Sheep ſome of them are ready to be le.)uced; 
And conſiceting where the prefent oppoſers and deſpifers of /n'ant 
Raotiſm, bave thought incet to hive themlclves, it is conceived that 
the Lord coth call upon me in ſpecial (however in my felt weak and 
worthlels) to maintain the Right of the Innocent, wri'ich in the 
ftrength of Chriſt 1am willing to Co. Nor ſhall | necd todraw forth 
any other Arrows out of the Quiver of the Lord of Hoſts, any other 


Arguments from Scripture, then thoſe which have alrcay been ſhot 


by ather hands, whereby the Anabaptiſts cauſe and Kingdome, hath 
long lince recciied a Mortal wound. And they are luch asthce, 

Argy 1. The Covenant aud the Seal of the Covrnant ſhould foe to- 
#ether , In Scripture they ure ſo clotely conjeyned as that the Seal is 
called the Covenant, Gen. 17.10. AR 7 8. They then that have an 
Intereſt in the Covenant of grace, havca Right to the Seal ofthe Co- 
renant; But the-Infant children of Belicvers have an Intereſt inthe 
Covenant. tt is certain they had ſo inthe dayes of old, Gen. 17, 
Dcut.290 11, And if it be othicrwiſe un:cr the Goſpel. then thereis 
a ſubſtantial diflerence in the Covenant under the Now-Teſtament, 
from what it was under the Old, To take in the Parcnt, and leave 
our the child maketh an Eſſential Alteration, whenas Abrahams Cove- 
nant 15 faid ro. be Everlaſting.Gen. 19.7. Which ſhewcth that as to the 
lubſtance of it,tis the {me throughout all Generations. And the New- 
Teſtament doth expreſly declare that the bleſſing of Abraham is come 
upon the Gentiles by Jclus Chriſt, Ga!.3.14+- What was that bleſ- 
ſg of Abraham but the Covenant ? So then the Lord ſaith ro _ 
belicying Gentile Parent, 1 will be a God to thee, and to thy - - 


- x. EEE 


_ NT. 
"Hd indeed if it werenot fo,the condition of the Siints ih the eayes of 


the New-Teſtament (which is a diſpenſation of more grtcc) would be 


worſe then it was with any of them before Chriſt came, which is moſt 
contrary to Scripture and Reaſon to imagine. The Jews wonld then 
hare deen unhappy looſers by believing, if thereupon all their chil- 
dren muſt be immediately thruſt out of the Covenant and Kingdome 
of God, which before that time they had an Intercſt in. The three 
thouſand Converts in the Atts, who repented at Peters Sermon, it is 
certain that before the Sermon their children were Intereſted in the 
Covenant 3 and ſhall we «think that as ſoon as the Sermon was done, 
becauſe their Fathers believed the Goſpel, their children were all ca- 
ſhicred and diſcovenanted for ever ? Withont doubt if it had been ſo, 


the Jews would have ſtood up for their children, anJ have told the 


Apoſtles, whilſt we continued in 6ur 744iſm, our children had a part 
in the Lords holy Covenant, but if we turn Chriſtiex; it will be ſono 
longer. And this would have been ſuch an Objection as no man 
could have anſwered ; Wherefore ſmce the Jews did never ſo Object 
apainft Chriſtians, we may conclude that in the primitive times there 
nas no ſuck ſtumbling block caft before them. But on the contrary 

the chilcren of believing Parents are termed Heh, and it isſaid of 
themthat they are ot #nc/eav, 1 Cor*7. 14. In Scripture language, 
they that have no right to the Seal of the Covenant are unclean per- 
ſons, Ifai.g2. 1. Aud they that are the Lords Covenant Servants, are 
upon that ground, Holy, Exod. 19.6. Deut.7.6. Whence the Co- 
venant is ſtyled the Holy Covenant, Dan.' 1.30. becauſe the Lords 
Covenant people arc and ought to be an holy people. Nothing is 
more clear,then that the Scripture doth acknowledge a {eleril Holi- 
w/7, As for the Interpretation which the Papiſts, and after them, the 
Anabaptifts have given of the Apoſtles words, when he ſaith, your 
children are boly, as if his meaning were only that their children were 
legitimate, it is (with due reſpe&t to any more Orthodox that have ſo 
ſenſed the Apoſtles words) an impertinent Expoſtion ; for then in caſe 
reither Parent be a Believer, the children are Illegitimate; which is 
contrary to Heb. 13.4- And indeed to the light of nature, and Law 
ofNations. Can any rational man think that Legitiniation is peculi- 
arto the children of Believers? but the Holineſs of children ſpoken 
of, 1 Cor-7. 14. is pecu'iar to the children of Believers. And « here+ 


' iis odjccd, that in the ſame place it is ſaid, that the unbelieving 
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: ina word, deny whatcyecr principles in Religion they pleaſe, It ap- 


yy T be Divine Right 
wife is ſanftified by the Husband, but that doth nat prove Right t, 
Baptiſm. The Anſwer is caſy, the Apoſtle doth not ſay the unbelie. 
ving wife is ſanQtified, and no more but ſanfificd by, or wo (the 
Greek Prepoſition( E-)may be and is ſo trar.ſlated, 1 Thel. 4.7.)the hug. 
band, which is a different thing from ſaying. ſhe is holy, as intending 
only a {anAification to his uſe; as the Raiment a man Coth put on, 
the meat he cats is ſantified to bim. (1it 1 15. 1 Tim. 4 5.) he He 
may without fin make uſe of thoſe creatures for the end God hath gr. 
dained. He Coth not ſay, your chilcrcn arc ſandtificd to you, but 
they arc holy, or as the words may be read. yuur chilurenate Sainy, 
Now there is not ſo much as one place in all the Bible to be produced, 
where any are called Saizrs, but a faxdcral holineſs at leaſt is inter- 
&ed. And Paul, who was an. Hebrew maketh u'e of a phiaſethat 
was common among the Jews with reſpett.ro the children of the Co- 
venant, Beſices all this, If the Inſants of Believers be all ſtrangers 19 
the Covenant, there is no hope tbat any uf thcm ſhould belaved, 
Eph. 2.12. Which to affirm would be ſinſully uncharitable, and Arti- 
ſcriptural DoQrine Math, 19. 14- Some, to unlole the ciſfulty 
wherewith they find themſelves entangled by this Argument, cut itin 
picces, by denying that Baptiſm is a Scal of the Covenant, But they 
may as well ſay that Baptiſm is no Sacrament, or that the Lords Sup- 
er is not a Seal of the Coicnant, or that the Covenant which the 
yoke hath eſtabliſhed with his people hath no Scal annexed to it; and 


tiſm be not a Scal of the Covenant, how arc we ſaid to be baptized for 
the remiſſion of ſins, At.2,38. And how is Faptiſm ſaid to lave? 
1 Pct.3.21, Except fignantey, as it is a ſign and Seal of the Salvation 
promiled in the Covenant ? Give a Scripture deſcription of a Scalof 
the Covenant, and ſce if it agreeth not with Baptiſin, But more wil 
be ſaid to confirm this under the fourth Argument. 

Arp. 2. Ak that are by Divine Inſtitution mem »r2 of the vifhtt 
Church, haveright to Baptiſm. To maintain"that Church members 
fhould continue unbaptizcd is ſuch groſs abſurdity, that Anabaptiſt 
themſelves are not, (or at lcaſt not long ſince were not) willing to: 
vouch it. But {dme Infants are Church members. They that ap- 
pertainto the Lords ſpiritual Kingdome are of his Church, lor his 
Church is his Kingdome, Math.8.12. Now that is truc concerning | 


dic children of Chriſtiags, they come in for a partnerſhip inthe Lords 
Kingcome, 
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Kingdome. Iſthe Jews children were ſo priviledged,then the Infants 
of Believers are not to be diſfranchiſcd, ſince the ſme Ringdome that 
once did belong to the Jews is now given to the Gentiles, Math. 21. 
43+ They are come from the Eaſt and from the Weſt, and do fit down 
with Abraham, and with Iſaac, and with Jacvb in the Kingcome ol 
God, Math $.11. Were not the Jews chi'!dren as well as their Fa- 
thers deprived of thcir Church cſtate, when becauſe of their poſitive 
unbelict in rcjcfing the Goſpel, they were broken off, no longer to be 
branches of, or belong unto that Tree of the viſible Church, as the 
Apoſtle Cifputes more largely, Rom.1i1. The Covenant did conſti- 
tute the Church, Zach.11 10+ Therefore all concerned in the Cove- 
nant wcre belonging to, or Members of the Church, which we have 
proved that the Infants of 1ſracl Cid, therefore the like is to be taid of 
the Infants of Believers, The Chriſtian Church being ſarrogare 1/= 
ral, Rom. 11 24. Rev.7.4. therefore we cannot without fin Ceny 
Baptiſm unto tholc whom the Lord owncth as Subjedts of his Ring- 
dome, Members of his Church. 

Arg. 3. Diſcipler have vight to Baptiſm, Job.q 1, Math.28.195 
But ſome children are Diſciples. The Scripture Coth expreſly call them 
ſo, AR. 15-16. They upon whoſe necks,the falſe Teachers would have 
impoſed the yoke of Circumciſion,after the manner of Moſes, were 
called Diſciples. Now Moſcs Law required that [nfants ſhould be 
Circuinciſed , and without doubt,it was the deſign of thoſe falſe Teach- 
ers, to bring Chriſtian Infants as well as Parents, under Circumciſion; 
Theſe then are called Diſciples, By far the greateſt part concerned 
in that yoke were Chil/aren;, And would the Apoſtle uſe a Term that 
did not {uit with the generality of the Subjetts ſpoken of ? Is not a 
Diſciple the ſame with a Scholar ? 1 Chren.25.8. Now it is the Ana- 
baptiſts great miſtake,to think that no one can be a Scholar before ſuch 
time as he hath learned ſo many Lefſuns, He that is put to School, 
the firſt day of his entrance is a Schular, though as yet he hath not per- 
haps learned one Leſſon. Thus is it true, concerning the children of 
Belicycrs, The Lord Jeſus hath graciouſly taken them into his School, 
and they arc to be ſubject unto the Orders and Inſtructions of it, ac- 
cording as they ſhall be capable, and therefore to receive Raptiſm as 
the Seal and Teſtimonial of their Admiſſion into that bleſſed School, 
where Chriſt himſelf is the great Teacher. Again, they that belong 


, toChriſt arc Diſciples z It is ſaid in Math. 10 42+ Be that ſhall give 
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unto x litfle- one & Cop of cold warer, is che Name of a D iſciphYic 
add the ſame thing is expreſſed in Matk. 9.41, by faying, whoſoever 
ſhall give a Cup of water, becauſe they belong to Chriſt, fo that who- 
ever belongs to Chriſt is a Diſciple. Yea, they that are Chriſts are 
Abrahams \piritual Seed, and therefore to be baptized, Gal. 3.27.29, 
Nowwhere is the man that dare affirm that no Infant in the world is 
Chrifts, or that will preſume to pronounce concerning all the 1n. 
fants among Gods people, They belong not ro Chriſt, and if they 
do belong to him, they are Diſciples, and (The order of the Goſpal 
alwayes bring duely obſerved) ought to be baptized. 

Arg. 4. They that bave the inward gract ſignified by Baptiſm have 
fighe co the outward fign. That js the Apoſtles own Argument, Att. 10, 
&A7-and 11-17. But | ut Infants have the inward grace (ignifed by 
Baptiſm. The Subjetts of Chriſts ſpecial bleſſing have the inward 
grace ſignified by Baptiſm. But this is true, concerning ſome chil- 
dten. © There were-that brought young children to Chriſt, and when 
bis Diſciples rebuked thole that brought them, he was much 
dilpleaſed, anJ' faid unto them, ſuffer little children to come 
unto me, for of ſuch is the Kingdome of God, and he took them 
op in his Arms, put his hands upon = and bleſſed them, Mark. 16. 
13,1416, Thoſe children, doubtleſs were in the ſtate of Infancy, for 
Chriſt rook them up into his Arms. And they arc termed /irrle chil- 
dren, The Greek word (Paitia) properly denoteth one that is not a+ 
boye. ſeven. years old. The ſame word is uſed concerning Chriſt, 
whilt an Infant, Math 2.11. Nowit is a known Determination, [n» 
fantem accipimus [eptem annis minorem. And Luke hath put it out of 
Queſtion, by declaring that thoſe children were /»fants, Luk, 18. 15, 
(14 brepbe) 1, ©. Nurflings, or B aber, as the ſame word is tranſtated, 
r Pet.2.2. He that when on Earth did vouchſafe ſuch a viſible ſign 
and. Teſtimony of his Reſpett to little children, and manifeſt ſuch ho- 
ly indignation againſt his own Diſciples, when they would have with- 
held fuch from his blefing, is ſurely offended with thoſe that will not 
ſdfier them, to be brought under the diſpenſation of his bleſſed Orci. 
nances tiow. One thing ſignified by Baptiſm is Regeneration, Joh.3. 
$. Tit.-5 And that ſome children have this, {ball (by the help of. 
Chriſt jbe demonſtrated when we come to the next Argument. Again, 
Baptiſm doth ſeal Union with Chriſt, and incorporation into his my- 
ical body. Gal.3.27.. 1 Cor.12.13. We may believe that the grea- 
geſtpart ofthe Church of Chriſt (which is his body) doth _ of 

Sontartatrt rt ue _ 
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(oant, and net Adult Members z, they are (as a worthy Divine hath 
obſcrved)both the greateſt and rhe puref# part of the Church. | 

Again, The pardon of- fn is ſealed in Baptifn, Mark. 1.5, AQ. 28:5; 
16. And are not ſome children the Objetts of pardoning grace ? 
The children of believers that dyc ina ſtate of Infancy, cither they 
have no ſin,or if they be ſaved,that Gn is forgiven to them. If it be (ory 
given to them, they ought net to be. deprived of the (ign and ſcal of 
that Remiſlion- This Argument, ſo preſſed the old Anabapt/s that 
they fell to down right Pelagienifm, Cenying the Dodrine of orig 
nal fin. They marrtained that children as they come into the world 
arg under the guilt of co In, and therefore do not nect the Applica- 
tion of that Ordinance,which is a ſign of Remiſſion of ſins. And this 
doth invincibly prove that dome Infants have gw an ye a5 to that Ordi- 
nance of Baptzſin, and that being granted, their jw ed rew will unde; 
viable follow , if their Parents attend that order which the Rule res, 
quirech with reſpect unto preſent adminiſtration, | 
Arg. 5, Believers have right to Baptiſm, Br t ſome Infants ave Belie- 
vers, The Scripture ſpeaketh of |ittle ones that do believe on the 

Lord Jeſus, to deprive whom of their Right will be fouud uncomfor- 

table. M4 ith, 18. 2.6. compared-with fark $9.37. Infants are fyb- 
jedts capable of Grace. Yea,lome of them are regenerated whilſt in 

a ſtate of Infaney. The Scripture tells4s-that John Baptiſt was filled 
wit h the Holy Ghoſt ſromr bis Adothrys womb, Luk. 1.15; Therefore his 
Soul was filled with Grace from his very childhood.Petcr ſometimes: 
argued, Can any wan forbrd water that theſe ſhanla not be baptized who 
bave received the holy Ghoſt * Aft. 16.47. The Lord in Scripture, 
tells us, that an Infant hath reccived the -Moly Ghoſt, who then can 
Kithout ſin forbid water that tbey-ſhould not (any of them” be bapti- 
zed ? If Intants have not Fa ith, how are they ſaved? There is na 
Salvation but by Chriſt, A@. 4.12. No *alvation by Chriſt except 
there be union with him, 1 ok» 5.12. There moſt be Union before 
there can be-Commnnion. There is nu Unjen to Chriſt without Faith, 
Eph.3. 17. It the firſt Adam convey his finfull image to Infants, why 
may not the Tecond Acam communicate ;his holy image tothem 2? 
Elect Children dying in the Rate of infancy have Faith (they believe 
the ReſurreQion of their bodyes) and cther Graces, when in heaven , 
and therefore whilft on earth. alſo, feciag there is no grace in heaven 


' Which was nog wrought on-carth, Whether infants Co aQ faith (as the 
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Luther ant maintain) or have only ſeminal habitu) faith, is another 
Queſtion, which | meddle not with, They doznot put forth .ats gf 

Reaſon, ani yet we miſt nat reckon them among irrational creatures, 
* It is Ovjete4, But wedoc not know which of chem have grace ; and 
the children of godly Parents baptized in their Infancy ſometimes doe 
afterthat appcar to be unholy an1 profane. 

To wiich three things are co bzreplycd, 

1. Taar Baptitin (a5 Mc. Cotton rightly obſcrveth) is an ingage. 
ment unto tuture Ropentance. Hence is that ecpreitton of B ap:1/w 
wnto Repentance, Mith. 3-1 b+ becauſe, by v:rtue of Baptiſm the (ubje 
of it,is ingage4 to repent an walk in Newnets of life, before the Lord, 
anJ1 woe unto him ifhe doe nor ſo. An4 withall, waen cle [ntants 
are baptized ,the Lord doth (which is matter of great encuurage- 
ment to a believing Parent) engage to veſtow Repencance on tiem in 
duc time. In like furc,was Circumciiion an engagement unto Repen. 
gcancc, D2ut. 30- 6, 

2. Many of the EleRof God, have had the ſeeds of grace wrought 

in their Souls, whilſt in their Childhood. Mr. Fane x4) hath lately 
exemolified in thirteen children,that clear Evidences of taith were oh. 
ſerved in them; albcit ſundry of them not ſeven years old, And gy. 
ly experience confirms the Truth of this. Yea, more, ſome Infant; 
among the Lords people have dyed Martyrs of Peſus. So when that no- 
ble Roman ſuffered, there was martyred with him a little child, but 
ſeven years old, becauſe he ſaid that Chriſt is God, & that thereis but 
one God, profetling that he learned thole Principles. of his godlyMo- 
ther,from the time that he hung upon her breaſts. And many other 
Chriſtian Children both in former and latter Ages haye dyed Martyrs, 
Sce the Martyr Books, vol.1.p.y3 57» $3,116. and vol.z, p.200, 
- 747. an] continuation of that Hiſtory. Þ. 63. The bloody Papiſts,er- 
poled four hunired Infants amongſt the Waldey/es, to death at at once 
with their godly Parents. 

Tho,Scripture ſpeaketh of a threefold Baptiſm, 1. F!4minsr, Some 
are baptized with theHoly Ghoſt & with Fire, A7ath.3-11, 2. Sengwi- 
ir, Math.20. 22,23. 1 Cor.15.29. They that dye for the Truth 
are baptized in Blood. 3. F/awinir, The Baptiſm of Water, Many 
Children have been dignified 1» far as to be the {ibjetts of the tv 
foriner Baptiſms; anl;thall they be accounted unworthy to bz the 
Subjects of this Baptifia which is not of lo high a nature as the other 

mentioned ? $. \WhcIcs 
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g; Whereas itis ſupgeſted,that ſome baptized Children doe at- 
terwards diſcover themſelves to be faithleſs ones, the like is to be (aid 
of thoſe that are baptized in adult age, how many of them have pro- 
ved Apoſtates? The Anabaptiſts of this age, are better than their 
Fathers in the laſt Century, it the greateſt part of them be true be- 
lievers, Until the contrary doth appear, we muſt judge charitably 
of Children, as well as of thoſe which are adult. Mr. Hooker faith 
truly, That we are to think as well of the infant Child of a Believer, 
as we doe or ought to doc of his Father, reſpetting his ſpiritual and 
eternal eſtate, Since God of his infinite Grace hath ſpread the wings 
of his Covenant oycr luch, until they violate that covenant , there is 
ſufficient ground of charity towards them. 

Toconclude this A-gument, The Children of the Faithfull arc ei- 
ther Believers or Unbelievers. They are not all unbelievers, or t5 
bdereckoned as [nh.lels, or ſtrangers to the houſhold of Faith; for then 
they muſt all have their portion in that lake which burns with fire 
an] brim{tone, Rev.2z2 1.8. which who will or dare affirm? So then 
the Arabaptiſts Rtrongeſt Argument is turned againſt them, and bat - 
ters down their error, For they glory in this arg'1ment, and ſome 
of them (as Mr. 12 ir/hal noteth) have challenged all the world to an- 
ſwer it. Unvelievers(fay chey) may not be baptized, Children are 
all Unbelievers, therefore no children may be baptized. But mind4 
whither this argument will lead, an1 che wofull havock it doth make 
inthe lock of Chriſt; ſince it may with as much colour of reaſon be 
argued, Unbelievers ſhill be damned, Mark. 1 6,16. all infants are 
unb<'icvers, thereforc all infants ſhall be damned. Let the Anabaptiſts 
anſver this argument, an they*l remove the other , wherein their 
confidencelyerh, In a word, ſince infants have faith enough to bring 
them to heaven, they have faith enough to bring them to Baptiſm, 

Arg.6. They that are among the number of the Lords bought, vt+ 
deemed Servants, ought not to be Tied that which ir the Mark and Li- 
very a2pertaining to ſuch, Why (hould not the badge ani charatter 
of perſons devoted tothe Lords ſervice, be given to thoſe whom the 
Lord doth own as his Servants? Burt ſome children arc in the num + 
der ofthe Lords bought, redeemed Servants. So doth the Scrip- 
ture exprelly teach anJ teſtify, Lev.25.41,42. Hence is that, Pal. 
11616. O Lord, truly [ am thy Servant, [ am thy Servant, the ſon of 


+ thyhantmaid, Bought Servants ((aizh David) doe net only them - 
C : 


ſelves 


—— - 
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ſelves owe perpetual ſervitude,unto him that is their Lord and M;- 
ſer, but their children alſo are born his ſervants; and ſo am 1 born the 
Servane of Ged, inzmuch as my mother did fear his Name. A child 
as ſoon as he is born mto the world is a Subje& and ſervant of that 
Prince whom his Father was a ſervant unto. And (hall the King of 
Heaven have only ſuch as are grown unto years,bound unto him as his 
{ubjeas, but their children freed from all ſervice to their fathers 
God? And indeed,they maſt of neceſſity be as to their viſible ate 
the ſervants of Chriſt, or of Satan only; but to ſay that the chiltren 


of Believers, doe all belong to no other Maſter but the Devil, is fear- 


full Doftrine. Now Baptiſm is the fark and Livery of right be- 
longing : 0 the ſervants of Chri't. As of old, Circumciſion was the 
Mark and Cognizance of one viſibly belonging to the only true Gol, 
whereby ſuch were diſtinguiſhed from the Heathen Nations, Jer g, 
25,26, Thetlike is to be (aid of Baptrſm now, Hence the Antients 
were wont to call Baptiſin the Seal of the Lord, and the Af.rk of the 
Lord. An great Interpreters (as I have e'ſewhere noted) conceive 
that Rev. 14.1. doth allude to Baptiſm. Furthermore, learncd men 
have obſerved,that amonpſt the ſews of ofd, Proſelytes were admit- 
ted by Baptiſm, as well as by Circumciſion and Cacrifice. See Ainſ+ 
worth on Gen. 17.12.50 Buxtor? and others verſed in Jewiſh Anti- 


quityes have cvinced : Yea, and the Jewilh Maſters tell us. that when. 


a Profclyre was baptized, his Children were baptized with him. And 
therefore Dr. Lightfoor judiciouſly argueth, that if chilcren uncer 


the Gotpel might not be baptized, there muſt of neceſſity have been 


an expreſt prohibition againſt it, which it is certain there 1s not, 
Since the Lord Chriſt appointed his Diſciples to lay aft.ie thoſe Rites 
of Circumciftan an!l Sacrificz, an1 was plcaſed to retain only the other 
of Baptifn, ſetting an Evangelical Stamp upon it, the Apoſtles mult 
necds dae as formetly was prattifes in daptizing Infants, except their 
Maſter Chriſt-did forbid rhem adhd lay, Though '!nfants of Profelyte; 
have hitherto. been baptived, yet now it is my mind that not they,but 
aJuit perſon; atone ſhall be the Subjedts of that Ordinance. The 
Ant\y-4ibaptife cat upon us for ah cxprets Command in ſo many 
words ant ſyilibles, Gore, Baptize Infants, whereas we may with more 
reaſ6n,urge the:#t6 ſhew 2 torfimand tO the contrary : And until the 
Repeal from Scriprute cM be fade out (which will never be)the good 
old may,of spplyngthe mitimring Seal of the Covenaht to the chil 
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ff Infant Buftilmm: * 
dren of the Choreh aught to be attented. And Tet the Anabaptiſts if 
they can, give one inſtance of any child of a Believer. that. way ſuſpen-+ 
ded from Baptiſm until he came unto years of. diſcretion. .aFhey 
have been challenged in the Name ef Chrift to produce any ore ſuch 
example throughout all the Book of God, but. could nev.r docit. 
Not ſo much as one perſon menti-:ned in the Scripture, that was bapti- 
2c) after he was able to give an account of his Faith if his ſacher 
waa Belicever, or did imbrace the Chriſtian faith, before that . 

Arg. 7. If [nfant-Baptiſm be unlawful, and [oa Nullutythen it wilt 
neceſſarily follow, that now, either Baptiſm maſt craſ+, or lſe that they 
who are wnbaptized therlelves may adminifter Baptiſe wnto others, with- 
out an extraordinary Commiſſion from Heaven, Not long ſince, theie 
was hardly a man to be found in the wor:d, that had any other Bap- 
tiſm but what was received in Infancy, anJ ſo (according to the Ana - 
baptiſts principles) not one baptized perſon to be found upon the 
Fatth. Of neceſſity then, if a man would , be baptized,it mutbs 
done by one that is himſelf unbaptized. . And (hull a man that is un» 
baptized take _= him to baptize others | Who gave him that Au- 
thoricy ? The firſt Anabaptiſt was baptized by an unbaptized perſon. 
D#t que1 non beabet. Their principle is that believers bring baſt wed are 
viſſble Saints, So that an unbaptized perſon is with them no viſible 
Saint. Shall he then be an-44winiftrator (to uſe their own word) of 
Baptiſm? This Conſi Jeration hath ſo moleſted the Anabaptiſts, 'that 
being at an utter loſs for an Adminiſtrator, ſome of them have turned 
Serkerr, renouncing all inſtituted Ordinances, until new Apoſtles ap- 
per in the world; Others have become Se-Bapriſts,(as did Mr. Smith 
in Holland) becauſe they could not meet with a baptized man to /mx 
merſethem, they have thought meet to plunge themſelves into the wa» 
ter, an1 after that to ſtyle themſelves Baptized Believers ,Buc where, do 
theſe men,that call for a precept or example in Scripture, find precept 
or exainple in the Scripture, cither for mens adminiſtring bap- 
Baptiſm to themſelves,or to others whilſt themſelves had no Baptitm ? 
As for the Apoſtles, it is cer tain, they were baptized before they did 
daptize. Some of them were baptized by John, as having been his 
Diſciples hefore they followed Chriſt, Joh.1.35,36,40 41, As for 
John Baptiſt, he had not only Circumciſion, but an immediate call 
from Heaven before he did a\miniter Baptiſm unto any, Luk 3.2. So 
then, let-not tne ATtipe Jobantifts vom ure ton Rebantdeotion rm, 
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one with an immediate Call, or at lexftwiſe, a regular Adminiſtrator, 
ſtall appear. And ſuch anone (if their Doftrine be true) is never 
liketo be ſeen in this World, 

Arg. 8. If the Children of Beliewtr 5 wnder the Ola-T fl ement bad. 
right to C1rewmcifiory then the children of Believers under the New-Te- 
ft ement have right to Baptiſm. But the former is true, Therefore og 
the latter. — ; | 

The Anabapriſts laugh at this Argument ;, and itis cafier todoſo, 
then by ſolid Reaſon to refuteit. All our Divines for above theſe 
hundred years (as far as hath falleg within the Compals of ny Obler. 

vation)1in their diſcourſes about Infant-Baptiſm, have improved this 
very medium to confirm the Truth in hand. Yea, and fo d1d ome of 
the Antients above a thouſand years agoe, Wad the Conſequence 
been ſo Irrational as our Antagoniſts imagine, 1 ſuppole, ſome of them 
nho were better able to Cilcern the Rrength of an Arguientythen 
thoſe we diſpute againſt, would hardly have made uſc of it- Jamra- 
ther of learned #hitakrys Judgement, who faith, AU rbe Anabaptiſt 
intheworld will never bt able to an[wer this Argument, Let us then 
Conſider. 

1. That Baptiſm cometh in the Room of Circumciſion, whereſore 
the Apoſtle diſſuacing the Colofdians from the prattice of C ircumciſi- 
on, he te!ls them that they were buried with Chriſt in Baniſm, 
Col .2, 12. q.d, youre Circumciſe becauſe baptized, for Bap- 
tiſm ſupplyes the place an4 room of C ircuinciſion. Nothing is more 
evident,then that of the Apoſtle, whilſt labouring to take them of 
frem Circumcition, Coth put them in mind of their Baptiſm, why 
ſhould he do ſo, i' the one do not ſucceed the other? An! it is not to 
be believed, that God would re peal the former Seal of the Covenant 
(«herein Infants were concerned) an] not inſtitute any other in the 
room of it. If there be any other Ordinance come in the Room ot Cir- 
cumciſion, beſules Baptiſm, Name what it is. 

2. Circumciſion and Baptiſm are Scals of the ſame Covenant, || 
An tipedobaptiſts could prove what they affirm, in ſaying that Circum- 
cifion did ſcal to the promiſe of temporal blellings only, they would 
do ſomething to enervate this Argument, But it is certain, that it 
was a Scal of the Covenant of grace, wherein, though temporal blel- 
ſings are included, ſpiritual are the chief. There was no regular (ub- 


ject of Circumciſion, but God (aid to him from Heaven, 1t thou wilt 
become 
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of Tafant-Faptifm 13 
decome my faithful Servant, 1 will be thy God for ever. Gen. 15.7, 
Nowin that is the ſubſtance of the Covenant of Grace. Goc Coth not 
any where except, only in the Covenant of Grace, Say to the fal- 
len children of Acam / will he yewr God, Thus did he tay in that 
Covenant, of which Circumciſion was a Scal- It ſellows then unCeni- 
ably that Baptiſm and that, are Scals of the ſame Covenant. 

3. There is not an cſſential difterence between the Sacraments of 
the O'd Teſtament and the New. If there were, the Apoſtles Argu- 
ment would be invalid , when he tells the Corinthians that notwih- 
ſtanding they were the Subjects of the Sacraments of the New-Teſta- 
meat, if they reſted there, they might periſh, inasmuch as many of 
the children of Iſracl fell under the ditpleature of God, albeit they 
had ſuch and tfuch Sacraments. i,Cor. 10, Their Sacraments held 
forth Chriſt yet to come, ours as -alrcady come (and fo did John's 
Baptiſm and Chriſt's differ) which maketh not an cſſential difference. 
The outward Signs, (as to the Sacraments of the Old and New Te- 
tament,)were not the ſame, but the inward Grace and myſteryes 
ſignified (in which the Efſence of the Sacrament eſpecially conſiſts) 
were moſtly the ſame. So is it eminently true, with reference unto 
Circumciſion and Baptiſm, Hence Chriſtians are called the Circam- 
cifan, Phil.3-3. , An the Children of I{racl are ſaid tobe all bapts* 
223, 1 Cor.1v.2- Which ſhews that thoſe two Ordinances arc,as to 
the main intendment of them, the ſame. Let us conſtler how they a- 
gree. Doth not Baptiſm hold forth Redemption by the blood of 
Chriſt? So did Circumciſion. Baptiſm fignifieth a dedication an 
Cevotion to the Lords ſervice (as before was partly obſerved) Hence 
men arc ſaid to be baptized ( Ei: to Þ noma) into the Name of Chriſt. 
At $8.16. Elpecially when the Apoſtles baptized the Jews, they arc 
ſaid to baptize into the Name of Chriſt, becauſe the Jews above 0- 
thers, di.l diſown Chriſt from being their Lord. And the Gentiles 
wio (crved Idols before, upontheir converſion, were! aptized into t' e 
Name of the only true God, who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit Maths 
28.'0 So cid Circumciſion ſignitic the like Dedication to the lervice 
of Go. Jer. 4 4. Again, doth Baptifin intimate that the nature of 
ma" is corrupt and needs cleanſing, Eph,5.26.Heb 10.22? So Gid 
Circumcilion, foſh, 5.5 Col.2.13. 1 Pet.3.21, Doth Baptilin hold 
forth Regeneration, Converlion, Mortification of fin through the 
Death of Chriſt, Tit.z.5. Rom.6.3,4. All this is likewiſe truc con- 
cerning that Ordinance of circumciſion, Rom,2.28.29. Dent. 39 6. 
C 3 Col, 
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14 T he Divine Riykt 
Col.2 12.1sBaptifm a ſcal of the Righteouſrieſs offaie?Is there in'thit 
Ordinance a{olemnDeclaration,that men are juſtified by Faith inthe 
Righteoutnels of Jeſus Chrift ? The (ame is tobe afhtied with reſe./ 
rence umto Circumcifion Romw.4-11. That which Antipedobaptifts 
molt Ran4 upon, is, That Baptifin doth call for Regeneration, Faith, 
M ortification, which Infants are not (ſay they) capable of. But cir- 
cumciſion did alſo call for Regeneration, Faith, Movrtification: in the 
ſubjet of it, and yet Infants were circumcifed. Nor doel know any 
thing obje&ed againſt the baptiſm of Infants, but carnal Reafon might 
have made the ſame Objefion againſt their being circumciſed. Nox 
then, if baptiſm come in the room af circumciſion ; if they are both 
ſcals ofthe ſame covenant ofGrace;ifthe {ame myſteries that are now 
ſignified ia baptiſm, were of old held forth in Circumciſion, it follow- 
cth ftrongly, that if Infants had right to cirecmciſion, they have right 
to Baptiſm. 

And this I conceive,is the reaſon why the baptiſm of Infants is not 
inſo many words and ſyllables mentioned in the New Teſtament (al- 
beit there are { uch precepts and expreſſions thercin as doe evidently 
imply ir) becauſe it was fo clear and known a thing, that Children 
fhould have the initiating Seal of the Covenant apglycd unto them, as 
there was no need to inſiſt upon that : but there is expreſsnotice tt 
ken of womens being baptized, AR.8. 12. Inaſmuch as they not being 
ſubje&s of Circumciſion (except virtually Exod. 12:48.) it was re- 
quiſite that ſhould be particularly ſpokenof, to ſhew that the ſubje 
of Baptiſm is not narrower, but larger then that of Circumciſion, 

Arg. 9. That which hath bren prattiſed by the C hurches of God in al 
"Ages thereof i of Divine Inſtitution, 1 Cor. 11.16. Luod nbique qu1d 
ſemper, anod ab omnibus creditur C atholicum eſt, Burt to muſt we ſay 

-concerning Infanmt-Bapriſm. This was Ang«»ftines Argument of old, 
and there is great weight in it, ſc. that thoſe pradtices in the Church 
which haye been univerſal, and not inſtituted by any Council, are 

Apoſtelical Tradivionr,which ought to be obſerved,z Thef 2.15. Inall 
pltacesof the world, where the, Chriſtian Faith hath b-en planted by 
the Apoſtles, if the Chriſtian Name continue there,the Baptiſm of In- 
fants is no new thing among them, though in moſt places not without 

Superſt tious Additions, Albett there are old Errors,yct Truth is older 
then any Error. The Anabaptiſts cannot inform us, who was the 
firſt that baptized an Infant 3 a ſign that it is n6 Error, but an Apoſts- 
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of Faſawt Baptilm. 15 
; Divice Iaſtitutian. We cen tell they who firſt op” 
paled Pedobaptiſm. The holy Maztyr Phi/per Ceclarcth that fun” 
extive (an Arrian Heretick) was one of the fart Anabeptifts that ap” 
red jo the world, Jndeed, according to the proper ſignificationuf 
emord, Anabeptiſt, i. ©. one chat ts baptized again, there have been 
many ſuch of old. So the Now etians that Cypriav,and the Donatiffs 
whom A«ftiv oppoſed. But as for Hnt«pedebeptifts, i. ©, [ach as deny 
the law falneſs of Infaxt-B aqtiſes, | cannot, aker diligent Enquiry 6nd 
chat any party of men called Chriſtjans (excepting ſuch as denyed all 
other Diyine Inſtitutions) did ever {cruple the lawkulneſFof ic, until 
lnce Lathers Reformation, thoſe execrable perions in Germany (who 
have left their Names for a curſc to poſterity) led the dance, Nay 
more,l could never yet (ec it demenſtrated that {e much as one manof 
any nace amongRCbriſtians did ſcruple the Jawſulnels ofPedobaptum, 
for above 1590 years after Chriſt. It is true that Popiſh Awihiors (and 
from-thega founc late Anabaptiſts) have moſt injurioully charged the 
old aldenſet as if they had ſerupled Pedvbaptyfen, but the conmary is 
certain fryum their own writings and CenleGions, 31beic they did in- 
deed (as well they might) retaſe to have thcir Children baplizedby 
Popiſh Prieſts, or aſter their Supcrtitious mode, Likewiſe, 1 know 
that Ter tabian,& ſome others of the Ancients, perinade to delay the 
baptizing of children, (and he doth urge the hi ke procraſtination withe 
pet. the Baptiſm of Adult Chriſtians) in cale thiy be unnaarryed) 
Trri«l. d: Bajtaſm. p. mibi, 22y, Not that they queſtioned thelaw- 
ſulneſs of it. only upo n prudential, or rather Superſtitious grounds 
they judged dclayes the moſt adviſable ;, Theeefore at the ſame time 
| theycountel to baptize Children,if there be imminent Canger of death; 
which if they had deemed the thing in it (If unlawſul. they would not 
have done. And certainly, (as Mr. Geyee notes well) thoſe of the 
Ancients that adviſe to delayghe Baptiſm of Infants, if tkey.had efteen- 
ed the pr aQtice as ſinful, or as nupcrous and neve/, would have impro- 
ved thoſe Arguments te enforce the. Canitation by them perſwaded 
unto 3; which ( never did : A.clear Demunſtrationgthat inthe Anci- 
ent times Infant Baptiſm was neither a new praftice, nor thought by 
any to, be unlawful. He that can produce one Inſtance out of the An- 
tients,proving that any one of them did. diſſwade from Infant Gapiily, 
caute there wanted Scripture precept or example for it, eric mb; 
"neue Apots, It is confelled dt faFo, that many Chriſtians in for. 
mes 
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mer Ages deferred their —_— from year to year- Some 


becauſe 
net 63ghtly anderſtanding, Heb.6.4. they were afraid if they ſhould 
fall imo fin after Baptiſm, they could never repent or odtain ſorgire. 
neſs. Others,that ſo they might be baptized, at the ſame Age, an] 
atthe ſam? River where Chriſt was baptized, Others, through thede. 
felt of ſuch an eminent Adminiſtrator as they defired ; but not asQue. 
Rioning the lawfulneſs of the thing.' Whoſo picaſeth may ſee more in 
Mr. #Adkers Preface tohis hte pee for Infant Baptiſm. And if we 
'took.into the Writings of the firſt Fathers (as they are called) that k. 
red next after, or were Contttporary with the Apoſtles, we ſhall 
ſee clear Teſtimonyes for the Baptiſm of Chil&ren. It is to be admi. 
red, that Providence hath ſo ordered that any ſuch Teftimonyes are 
extant, conſidering that this was in thoſe dayes no Controverly, and 
but few of thoſe that then lived have left Books behind them,or if they 
have; their deſign was to inſift upon other Subjefts. Yet the Divine 
right of Infant-Baptiſm, is Ircquently intimated by Antient Dodors 
in the Church, Clemens Rewaniw, (who ts not improbably thought 
20 be theſame that is mentioned, Phil.4.3 ) in his grave and godly 
Epiſtle to the Church at: Corinth, exhorts that not only men, but vo- 
men and child» en ſhonld be recipients of the Diſcipline of Chriſt, Are 
children ſubjcAs of Chriſts Diſcipline ? Then certainly they arc Dil. 


. ciples, and ſubjc&s of Chriſts Baptiſm. The Book of Conſtitutions arc 
{ vnjuftly farchcted upen that Clemente,” yet the AutÞor was an Anticnt 
- writer, 3nd (hereif/(Lib.6 c. 15-) the Baptiſm of Infants is cxprel.y 


mentioned. 11 the very next Age to the Apoſtles lived f»ufis Mar 
tr. Many that have diſcufſed the Comroverſy about Pedobaptiſm, 
have produced paſſages cut of ſcme of that bliſſe@ Afartyr: writin 

which plainly infcrr the Divine Right of Believers chilcren to that Or: 
Cinance, not to inſiſt upon the Queſt, and Reſp. ad Orthod. which 
paſſeth uncer his Name. and is indeed{though none of 7»ſtins, yet) 
an Anticnt piece, wherein the Baptiſm of Infants js in expreſs words 


, aſſerted. Jrerew, who is by 7irem reckoned as a man of Apoſtolr 
. caltimes, ſaith, Omnes venir per (emetipſym ſalvare, emnery inquam, 


ALL: renaſcuntur in Denm, [nf antey, Paveves, $:ricres. Hare Lb. 
2. C.39-p-192. That Chriſt came to ſave Al ſorts, cven all whore 
born again to Go d by him, Infants as ell as young men, and elccr 
perlons. Are ſome Infants born again unto God by Chriſt, and 3th, 
none of thee Subjegts bf Baptiſm 2 Beſides, to be born again, ho. 


of Infant Baptiſm: 7 
Þ the very word by which the Ancients were wont to expreſs Bap+ 
ile. Alſo Hyginas (who was martyred Arne 144.) brought in 
$paſorer Suretyes, to undertake for the inftruftion and education 
efſuch children as were baptiacd into the Name of Chriſt, which is 
fince degenerated into an idle piece of Formality. In Cypriars 
time (who flouriſhed Fans 250.)there was-a Queſtion ſtarted by Fi- 
aw, Whether, becauſe children ofold might not be circumciſed be- 
fore the eighth day, they might now be baprized before that time ? 
And in his Epiſtle to Fidaw (Pag.mihi.37) He declareth that himfeH 
with ſixty (1x more Biſhops had conſidered the Queſtion, and conclu- 
ded in thqgfhrmative, that Chile ren might be baptized de!ore they 
were cigh®dayes old, Sothat in Cvprians dayes,it was not ſo much 
a3 doubted whether chiſdreahad a Right to Baptiſm, but was taken 
us thing _ and unqueſtionable; only as to the-particular day 
when the Ordinance ſhould be- adminiftred, ſome began to have' 
needleſs (cruptes. Not long before this lived Origen, who in his 8rb. 
Homily on Levitiess, and his 14th. on Luke, doth in ſo many words 
again and againdeclare, That ſome [nfunts have right to Baptifm,and 
giveth Reaſon. for it, And'that known paſſage of 'Origen; on Reme.5., 
js not 0 be paſſed over wittyſitence, Ftclefa ab Ayoftobe ' tr aditionens 
accepit etiaws paroulis dare Baptiſmam, The Church (faith he) hath 
reccived by Tradition from the Apoltfes, that even little ones ought 
to be baptized. It is vainly pretended that Origen was tranflated, 
apd ſo interpolated, and corrupted by R»ySaxy, ſince it doth not ap-+ 
pear, that cither his Comment on Luke, or on-the Romans was tran- 
flatcd by-Rufinws, and in both of them he is for Infant Baptiſm. As for 
thoſe who lived inthe next Century, as Natienzen,C hryſoſft om, Baſt, 
Athanaſins, Epiphanins in the Greek, and Ambroſe, Jerom and Auſtin 
" the Latine Church, pregnant Teftimonyes concerning Infant-bap- 
tilm, are to be feen in them; which Mr, ills & Mr. walker lately, & 
others formerly have produced for the confirmation of this Truth. 
If we muſt allow men to anſwer ſuch clear and- full Teſtimo nies, 
asthoſe that have becn inſiſted on, by ſaying (bot giving no ſolid rca + 
ſon for what they ſay) that haply thoſe expreſſions were foyſted into 
the works of the Fathers, (ſo called) by Popiſh hands in after apes. all 
Records reſpeng the practice of Antiquity are ef no uſe : for who 


; thathath audacity enough to affirm it, may not ſay, that whatcver 


practice or profeſiion fuits not with his Opinion, was never exprel- 
fed by Origen Or Cyproau-or _" &c+ only Antichriſt ivſcrted ſuch 
words 
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words into their Wings AnJ1 indeed there is one who hath found 
an caly my to anſwer all this, it is but ſaying Adventirs, all theſe 
things are falſhoods, and that's confumtion enough. For Mexry 
Danvers (if you will delieve him) hath found thit Infant-baptiſm way 
pot prattiſed upon any, until che fourth Century, an] that Pope /n- 
nocentins was the firſt Inſtitutor an] impoſer of ſuch a Superſtition, 
p.223. Proh Padarem tunw!| Did not Auſtin live at that very 
time?And doth not Aufin, (who was more likely then H.D. to know 
what was prattiſeJ in the Church in the Ages next to the Apoſtles) 
witn2(s, that Infant baptiſm had been pradtiled in the Church univer- 
ſally ever ſince the Apoſtles dayes? How could he ſay if in his 
dayes (or not long before) it was firſt practiſe]? Itisto rvel. 
led at, that any who profeſs the fear of God,(hould be taken with ſuch 
an Author. He is a moſt notorious P/agiery; not an Argument of 
any moment, beſides what is borrowed from Mr,Tombs; yea (as Mr. 
Wil: tellshim) He hath taken 43 Pages of his Book together, almoſt 
verbatins aut of Mc.T ombs, an yet hath not the ingenuity to ſay ſo. 
And the ſpirit of the man is enough to turn a Chriſtians heart aga inſt 
him. For he is not aſhamed to own his deſign,in perſwading all men 
to renounce communion with #he Churches that praiſe Inlant-bap* 
tiſm, And how doth he abuſe thoſe of his own Party, Mr. Aden, Bu- 


vian, £amb, becaufe they are of more peaceable and moderatePrigci- 


ples then himſelf, deſirous ro hold communion with the Churches of 
Chriſt, whom in the point of Pedobaptiſm they have differcd from? 
And he doth plead for, anJ juſtific thoſe Monſters of men, the Ger- 
man Anabaptiſts ? In his judgement Afenno an Heretick, Hubmer an 
Apoſtate, K nipperdoling, fobn Mathias, Becold, Afnncer (then whom 
the world bath ſeldom known greater Theeves and Murderers) were 
all very honeſt men only becaule they were Anabaptiſts. What 0- 
thers have done,| know not, but for my own part, | muſt needs con- 
feſs, that th e like ſarcheadand Forgery in denying the cleareſt and 
molt convitti ve Teſtimonyes that make aganiſt his Cauſe, and in pro- 
Cucing others for it,(whom and wherc he pleaſe h) I have ſeldom cen, 
Except it be in ſome Popiſh Legen4ers, of whom Paul did long before 
propheſy, That they ſhould ſpeak Lyes in Hypocriſy, having their 
Conlciences ſcarcd with an hot iron- 

« Mr. Baxter in his wore proofs of Infant Church memberſhip and 
*<;ght roBaptiſm,(heweth what is to be thought of this lamentable Re- 
< porter,qs to theHiſtorical part of his Book,& that his quotations ih 

? utter 
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of Infant Baptiſm. T9 
* rtterly falſe many of them, not having ſo much as one word of Truth 
«in them,& (ſuppoſing him to have read the Authors referred un ts) 
u pro'efſeth that he can ſcarce match him again among all the falſifiexs 
&« he knoweth in the world, and that the untruths (in matter of fa&t) 
«by him publiſhed, are of ſuch a Rupendious magnitude as might 
" have affrighted the Conſcience of a Turk or Pagan,yea that a ſober 
« Papiſt or Pagan, would bluſh to have been guilty of ſome one page, 
& the untruths thercin are fo notorious, & ſhamclel(s, & doth feriouſly 
© propound, whether it be not a dithonour to the Anabaptiſts Con- 


W's to have ſuch a looſe, partial Diſcipline, as to rctein ſuch 


"8 | | Wd | 
. without cither bringing him to repentance,or proceeding 
*tg FE munication. Thus Mr. Baxter. I would hope that the man 
hath not wilfully miſtaken, but that he hath abuſed the ignorant world, 
panly by inadvertency inreading Authors, and partly by taking up- 
on truſt what he hath met with.cither amongſt lying Papiſts, or inthe 
Dutch Anabapriſts Martyrology, or ſome other late writers amongſt 
that party. Juſt as if another Anabaptiſt ſhould publiſh aBook. &declare 
that the old Brirrs/dChurches,thewaldenſer,the Wickiiffites, & the pri- 
mitiveDoQors in theChurch,for 300 years & more,were againſt lafant 
Baptiſm, and then to prove fo notorious a forgery,ſhould produce the 
Authorityes quoted by Major D. If he doth but read the Canons of 
anold Council, & therein finds nothing expreſſed for Infant baptiſin, 
he concluceth they are againſt it, Or if hemeects with an Author that 
ſpeaking of adult perfons, maintains that they ſhould profeſs their faith 
and enter into Covenant before admiſlionto Baptiſm, he thinks he 
hath found a witneſs for bchevers, an4 conſequently againſt Infant- 
Baptiſm. Ifhe meets with another, that re'uſcd to baprize the chil- 
dren of Excommunicates then he writeth down another witnels againſt 
Infant Baptiſm, or it he finds this or that Author profeſling againſt the 
neceſſity of Baptiſme in order to Salvation, and that baptiſm doth not 
regenerate or ſave, ex opere operato, then he giveth out that he hath 
found moreAntipedobaptiſts,!1pon all theſe grounds he may call me an 
AntpedobaptiRt if he pleaſe, &with as much Truth,as he hath fo writ- 
ten concerning #ick/rf, (who doth cxpreſly affert the Zaptilm of In- 
ants) and many other Authors both Antient aad Molern by him per- 
rented and abuſed. Yea, and he wrongs his beloved Denatifts, who 
haug) corrupt in many things, and pradtiſing Rebaptiſation on thole 
that did Apoſtatize from more Orthodox Churches unto their party, 
1& oppoled not la/ants-Baptiſm, A»/#:» who gonyerlcd and __— 
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20 The Divine Aoght 
with them, and doth (4 Hereſ. Cap.69.) give an ample deſcription of 
their HeteruJoxies, ſaith not a word of their Antipedobaptiſm : that is 
Mr. Ds. Invention. And wheras it is recorded concerning {ome vid 
Hereticks, Afanichers, Heſſalians, Cathari, &c. that they rejected » 
Baptilme, and all other inſtituted Ordinances as unprofitable things, 
what will you ſay, if now he hath found more witneſſes, (pretious 
ones) againſt Infant-baptiſm, But his Book is well anfivered by Mr. 
Baxter, Mr. wwhiſfton, Mr, Blinman, Mr. wills and Mr.walker, Nord 
I find that what they have written is in the leaſt cnervated by the vain 
attempts of Edward Hutchinſon, who calls upon Mr. Baxter to repent 
of that abſurd and Heretical Poſition (thole arc his very S) of 4 
bapti{mal Covenant of Grace, running in a fleſhly Line, as | ſhirt 
ly anſwer it before the dreadfull Tribunal, We may judge by that, 
whom the Anabaptiſts look upon as Hereticks, and what favour the 
Chorches, and in ſpecial, the Miniſters of the Lord Jeſus would fin! 
from them, had they power in their hands, The like may be ſaid of 
T ho. Delaun, who giveth The Lyeto that man of God laſt mentioned, 
and mercover revileth Mr.y/hiftov and Mr. /i8s (men of knoyn in- 
tegrity and moderation) ſaying that They ſupply the want of reaſon (ng 
doubt but they are the People, and wiſdom (hall dye with them) with 
rage &malice,& at laſt concludes, that if ny perſons be drceived by thoſe 
Arguments which ave mrged for Infant Baptiſm, it tr becauſe they will bt 
deceived. If thele men ſhould be ſuch themſelves as they judge 0- 
thers to be, what puniſhment may they be thought worthy of ? 
Arg. 10. Antipedobaptiſm « a blafted Error. The Lord hathnot 
delighted to water it, and that is a ſign that it isa wecd that he ne- 
ver planted, I cannot eaſily think of any opinion that hath been 
more eminently witneſſed againſt from Heaven. by viſible Julgements 
upon the profeſſors of it. 1 do not (as ſome have done) Judge (imple 
Antipedobaptiſts as Hereticks ; I have known of that way not only in 
New Enqlanl, but in England and in Irelans, that | believe were (in- 
cerely Conſcientious. Neverthelets, the generality of thoſe that 
have imbibed,& cmbraced that perſwaſion, have been a blaſted Ge- 
neration all along. The Lord faid to Abraham that he would blels 
him, an inake him a bletling, bur as for thele oppoſers and defpilers 
of Abrahams Covenant, they have been unhappy Inſtruments of muci 
trou"vleto the places where they have ſprung up, not promoving) but » 
retarding an1 wofully ſcandalizing the Intere& of Reformation. Bul- 


lineer, that great Reformer, doth declare that at Wala/*1 the Golpel 
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did once Alouriſh, but the Intereſt of Reformation was utterly rooted 
out there, by the Ana baptiſts, Ar Baſi/, and other places in Germany, 
& in Amſterdam allo (had not the ſignal of ringing the Town-bell been 
happily diſappointed,by reaſon that a drunken man took atvay ther pe) 
they had like to have done fo too, & at Genrvayhad not the Dilcipline 

oſthat place been a Terror to them. And when the King of Swea-- 

land began the work of Reformation in Steckholn;,the Anabaptiſts par- 

ty had like to have ruined all ; Anu kow few have we known that when 
once the Lord hath been provoked to give them up to that Error 61 
Antipedobaptiſm, have ſtopped there ! 

Apparent rari nantes in gurgite vaſto. 

This Error is oftentimes the firſt ſtep of the Lor 1s dercliQtion ; 
yea departure from God begins here. Many an Apoltate Profcſſor 
of Religion, that hcre he began firſt to decline from God. Blcfſed 
Dr. winter (once my ſpecial friend, whom for honours fake | men- 
tion) in his Sermons of [nfant-baptiſm,ſaith,** that ſome have confeſſed 
«that when they were inclining to the Anabaptiſts, they found their 
« hearts ſitting looſe from all former owned principles of Trutk, & as 
«he firſt matter ready to receive any form, lmpretlion, or error what - 
«*{oever. Ani the ſame Author obferveth, that an Anabaptiſt who 
was executed for a Capital crime at London, confeſſed, that from the 
Time of hu going under water,we {tnſibly found God acparting from bim, 
How few of that per{waſion at this day, but that which is worſe then 
meerly through a weak and ſcrupulous Confcience to queſtion the 
lawtulnefs of Infant baptiſm, is too truly to be affirmed of them ? Are 
they not gencrally of a bad Spirit ? Bitter Enemies to the Lords moſt 
eminent Servants ? yea, to his fairhful Ambaſſadors, ſpitting the cru- 
el venome of Aſps againſt them. A black mark! It was formerly 
good Divinity among thole bleſſed Souls, the old Puritans, thit lived 
n the dz yes of our Fathers, that Love to the Miniſters of God as ſueh, 
i5sa ſign of = what then ſhall be thought of thoſe that hate the 
Miniſtry ? To tnarle at the Shepherds is no ſign ofa ſheep. And as 
for other Errors, hath not Anabaptiſm been the Trojan Horſe out of 
which an /liad of them hath iſſued forth ? Mr. Baxter hath ſaid c- 
nough on that Argument, ſhewing how Anabaptiſtry hath been the 
orcinary inlet to the moſt horrid opinions, and he profeſſeth that of 
the multitudes of Anabaptiſts that he was acquainted with, he could 
Not call to mind one thas Ropped there, A/ſedius Writeth of four 
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teen ſeveral Sets ofAnabaptiſts, & all of them tainted with other moſh 
vile opinions. The Anabaptiſts in Holland fermerly were for the 
moſt part Arminians; And many of them Soeiniansy. Whence a late 
learned Profeſſor ſaith, Anabaptiſia ft indolT rus Sociniants, Strvetug 
(that blaſphemous Aria») was an Anabaptiſt, being wont to call the 
Baptiſm of Infants, «» horrible Abowination. 

Alſo in Peland,the Anabaprift, are infetted with the Herefy of Scrinuy 
denying the Lord that bought them; ſo that in a manner all theC burch- 
es in Polana have been overrun, and laid wafte by them , the tmoke 
of thcir errors having utterly darkned the light of the Goſpel 
th: oughout that forlorn Nation, which yet calls it ſelf Chriſtian. And 
ifwe lookinto Germany, what work have the Anabaptiſts mace 
there? Its a known Obſervation, that when the | amp ot the Goipel 
did begin to cnlighten evcry corner of that Land, the peſtifcrous 
vreath of Anabaptiſm bad like to have put it out; the Lord ordering 
thoſe commotions, by a Judicial hand, to puniſh the uogratelul 
World, for defpiling the Goſpel, and the faithſul Diſpenſers of it. 
N icholas Stork, Mark Stubnee and Thomas Muncer (three ignorant 
conceited Souls) did Anno 1522, begin to for this Cockle in Saxony, 
and in little time the whole Country was overrun with it. For at fiſt 
(as Cloppenburgins, Hortenſizs and others Fave informed the world) 
they pretended to more then orcinary Zeal and ſtridtneſs, they would 
decry Superſtitien. and Profaneneſs. and pretend great Mortitication, 
(which was their Sheeps cloathing) whence they quickly had a mul- 
tituce of Followers, it being more natural for men to imbrace Error 
thca Trath, when ſpecioully fet ferth. At laſt they became prefeſ- 
ſedly Enthuſiaftical, and manifeſted more ralignity againit Zuthir & 
the Reforming Miniſters of that Age, then againſt any men in tte 
world, calling them falſe Prophers, and ſaying, they acre worle then 
the Pope & hisClcrgy.And by force of Arms woukd defend themſclves 
and their Cauſe, until eÞey made the Countryes where they came 
ſwim in blood (as good Authors relate) no lefs then an hundred 
thouſan] of then periſhed by the ſword , among whom no Coubt, 
were fome honeſt Duls that followed their Leaders (as they of old Cid 
Abſaloen) in the ſimplicity of their hearts, albeit moſt of thole that fell 
in with then, were the Scam ofthe Towns from whence they came. 
A'ter this, ticy played their Pranks in Switzerlexd, the Lord at laſt 
leaving them to fuch Enthuſiaſms, and horrid aQtions thereupon #5 
proved their ruine, In the year 1526. Feb.8, At Saint Gat one 
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Thema Skhykey in the midft of an whole Congregation of Anabaptifts 
pretended to have a Revelation from Ged, in whofe Name he com- 
manded Leonard Shyher his own btother to kneel down before him, 
who deing no wiſer then to believe him, Thomas with his ſword cutts 
off Leonards head, in the pgcſence of them all. A formidable Story; 
Yet I belicve it, becauſe holy Buingey doth relate ir as a thing known 
and certain. In the year 1529. Melchior Hiphman (a Glover)dreamed 
that Stra:burgh was the place deſigned for the New Jeruſalem, and 
only Anabaptiſts were to be the Citizens thereof. A multitude of 
ally Souls were ſeduced by him, and the Intereſt of Reformation pre- 
judiced. After theſe things hapned the dolefal Tragedy at Atunſter, 
which hath filled the World with aſtoniſhment. The Anabaptiſts 
there at firſt ſeemeJ an harmleſs People; until at laft, under the con - 
duſt of their Captain Jobs Becold aTaylor, once of Leyden, it was re- 
yealed to them, that all men no: anabaptized were no Saints, but the 
world of the ungodly, whom they ought to "——_— and Ceſtroy. 
They became Maſters of that City, and Becold was declared by them 
to be T ve King of $i»n. And ſuch horrid outrages committed, that 
the mentioning ofthem is enough to ſtrike borror into a chriſtain 
heart, The Princes of the Empire could not prevail with them to de- 
fit from their madneſs, until (which was in June 1535) by force of 
Arms they ha1 taken the City, _ endured a Siege of eightecn 
Months. ob» Becol1t he Anabaptifts King was taken, & deſerved cx- 
ecurion done upon him He abjured his Errors, & promiſed to reclaim 
th-ſe that had bin deluded by him,might his life only be ſpared ; but 
conſidering the murders (not only of bodyes but of ſouls) by him 
procured, he was tyed to a ſtake, and his body pulled in pieces with 
hot pincers. At his death (which is not to be wondred at) he 
reared horribly, B-cold being thus dead, and gone to his own place, 
one fobn battenburg roſe up,declaring that fince the Goſpel preached 
by Becol4 had been deſpiſed, the Time of mercy was now cxpired, 
and that he had recciveda Commiſſion from Heaven to k illall the 
. world except they would be rebaptized , but thoſe Batrenburgians 
were withina. few years extirpated, Yet, wilbemes, Cordwainer, 
App'eman,lcad the ſame dance, & came to the ſame fatal Cataſtrophe 
inthe low Countryes. The Anabaptiſts now have (ſome of them) 
, theface to deny all this,nevertheleſs, theſe things will be objefted a- 
gzinſt them tothe worlds end, In perpetuam errors infamiam, And if 
luch men as Adelayithon, Luther, Calvin, Bubinger, Zninglinsz Gual: 
= fer's 
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ter, Sleidah, Z anthy, who lived in the time of theſe diſerdersand-Con; 
fuſions, and teſtific to the Truth (ſome of them) upon their ownpes. 
ſonal knowledge, (not to mention the Narratives of Spanbemine, Go 
flims, Hortenfis, Cloppenburgizs, or others, that have more lately 
written the Hiftory of thoſe things) 1 fay, ifthe Relations of ſuch 
Worthyes of the Lord ſo circumſtanced, may not be credited, all wri. 
tings not of a Divine Inſpiration may at once be rejeded, and we may 
doas the old MMnnflerian- Anabapriffi did, burn our Libraryes,becauſe 
no Book but the Bible is of Divine Authority. Belides, in my opini- 
on, thoſe Avztipedobaeptiff» who both call in Queſtion the received Hi- 
ſtory of the German Anabaptiſts, and alſo juſtibe them as a poly, In- 
rocens Generation, do not therein a& wiſely, foraſmuch as they do give 
the world thereby teo great occaſion to think, that if they had the (ame 
advantages and Temptations, they would do as theirPredeceflors did, 
whom they cannot exceed in pretenſions to piety. But ſuppoſing 
there never was 2 Muncer,nor a John of Leyden in the world,only that 
the ſtoryes about them were the fiftions of men that l1ved an hundred 
years ago, yet freſh Inſtances, which our own eyes have ſeen, and that 
in our own Nationarc nt wanting, ſadly to confirm the Argument 
wc havein hand, How the Anabaptiſts Party carried it when they 
were like to carry all before them in Jreland, above twenty years apo, 
there arc enough till __ that can teſtify; and I (all circumſtances 
conſidered) am not forward to mertion. In Enelana, ſeveral Ana- 
baptiſt Congregations, emitted Confeflions of their Faith, wherein: 
they profeſſed Orthodoxy as to Eurdamentals in Doarine, and that 
they only diflcred ſrom other Churches as to Infant baptiſm, and yet, 
1 know not how many of the Leaders. in thoſe Congregations, aftcr- 
wards Curſt openly ſtrike at the foundation of the true Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, Heb/ſon and Erbury were both of them Ring Leaders of the 
Anabaptiſts Party : The firſt of thele became a Soernian, diſowning 
the eternal Deity of the Son of God; and as for the other, he turned 
a blaſphemous Heretick, and as | have becn credibly informed, dyed 
blaſpheming in ſuch a manner, as | tremble and abhor to mention. 
Who was the Father of the Ranting Hig! attainers in Englard ! was 
it not one Cepp. once an Anabaptilt of prime Note | Moſt of the 2a: 
kers that I have had occaſion to converie with, were firft Anabapriftr, 
anc! then Quakers, 
My deſign in writing theſe things, is not to ſtigmatize all that 
through weaknels of Conlcienge {cruple Infang Baptilm, Py ot 
which 
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which,their error natwithſtanding, coold imbrace with both arms, tor 
| believe God hath received them. Only what hath been inſiſted on, 
ſcemsto evidence the Lor\ls diſpleaſure againſt the way. The Opini- 
0% [doubt not, is from Satan, though the men, who through ignorance 
hold that Opinion, may fome of them belong to God. A late worthy 
Writer ſaith well, that ** we are not to judge a Dottrine falle. meerly 
« becauſe the Profeſſors of it have miſcarried, nevertheleſs, we may 
« (ately affirm that Doarine is to be ſuſpetted as falſe which is uſually 
" attended with groſs miſcarriages on the Profeſſors of it, for that 
* ſpeaketh the Doarine ominous, an! looketh like a ſpiritual Judge- 
« ment of Cod upon it. I muſt confeſs that the reading and conſidera- 
tion of the Particulars referred unto, and atteſted by tnch a Cloud of 
Witneſſes, hath cauſed me to dread Anebapti/m, And | know not but 
that they may have the ſame impreſſion upon others, and therefore have 
judged it both lawfull and neceffary , alittle to inſiſt on this HiRorical 
Argument. And ander this Argument, | might have taken notice how 
the Lord hath appeared againſt the Anabaptiſts when they have enga- 
ged in publick Diſputations. When there was a Diſputation held at 
Zurick between Z winglina and Habmey (a wretched Apoftate) the Head 
ofthe Anabaptiſts there, how miſerably did the Anabaptifts come off ? 
Soagain, when at Munſter they diſputed with the Reforming Miniſters 
there. And when in our dayes,there was a Diſpute at Coventry between 
Dr. Brian and Mr. XK iffi:h, who was worſted ? Yea and Mr. Tombs, the 
great Ante/ignenw Of that Party, who is by all men acknowledged to 
be the moſt learned and able of any that have undertaken the Vindicati- 
on ofthat Cauſe; how egregiouſly was he nonplus't (himſelf confeſling 
it) in his Difputation with Mr, Bexter at Bewaly, and with Mr.Cragg, 
who had not then ſtudied the Controverſy about Antipedebaptiſm, 
which Mr. Tow6s had ſpent much of his time in, yet how ſhametully 
was he foyled > Soin the Conference with the Anabaptiſts at Terling, 
Jan. 11-1643. And when ſomething of that nature. was attended here 
ia Boſ0« about twelve years agoe, the Anabaptiſts concerned did fo 
han and at as that ſome wiſer then themſelves, of their own perſwa- 
on, were troubled and aſhamed of them. Certainly theſe things came 
not to paſs, without the Finger of God, manifeſting his diſlike of that 
Opinion which ſuch men have undertaken the patronage of. 

Upon all theſe Conſiderations, 1 ceaſe to wonder that the moſt faith- 
full and eminent Servants of God, that haye lived in the world fince the 
Reforggation, have been {o ſharp m their Zeal againſt the chick _ 
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ef that Wa of Error, The Lord Jeſus did never manifeſt more indignation ay" 
kis Diſciples , then at the time when they oured to withhold Children from 
him, Mark 10.14. (cg ce) Sobath jt been with thoſe that have received much 
of the Sipcic of the Lord | us; an hol hath been kindled within them, when 
they have ſeen! men about to rob of his Lambs, Calvis cannot ſpeak of them, 
but, as Ferom ſaith of Tertulliens Polemi reatiſes, £yot verbs, to! Fulming, cyery 
is a Thuuderbelt, The Learned may re what be writeth in bis Epiſtles, and 
om 2.al:. and bis Inſtitutions, Zib.g.Cap.16, That noble Martyr My, 
Fhi yot, thus expreſſcth himſelf, © The Anabaptifts are an inordinate kird of men, 
« ſtirred up by the Devil ro the deſtruftion of the Goſpel, having zeitber. Scripture nor 
** Antiquitynor any thing elſe for them, but Lyes , and new Imaginations, feigning 
« the Baptiſm of Children to be the Popes cemmandment, n the Prelates 
charged the good old Non-Conformilts, as being Favorers of Anabaptiſm, renowned 
Perker replyed, Diſciplina EcclefSaffica temtopere diflart ab Anabaptiſtica confufione, 
uutepere Chriftm ab Azticbriffo. De Polit. Ecckeſ. Lib,1.©,34. We bave as muck 
vor for their Opinion, as Chriſt kath for Antichriſt. 

As for the Anabaptiſts, of late years combined, in oppoſition to the Churches of 
Chriſt in New Eng/end, there are ſeveral things that do greatly diſlatisfy ſerions men 
concerning them.To ſay gthing of their evil in notdeparting frum'the fin of ſerobo- 
am, who made Prieſts of the toweſt of the people ; There is (as by them it is impro- 
ved) a pernicious principle in the confeſſion of their Faith, wherem they thus declare, 
Believers being beptized aro vipble Saints, and the true maner of the viſfeble Church, Now 
they look upon Infant-baptiſm as a meer nullity, or as the Apoſtle faith of an 1dol, 
that it is nothing in the world. Whence alfo they arrogate to themſelves the Name 
of Baptiſts, as if there were none daptized, but they who are redaptized, So then ovr 
Churches are no Churches, as wanting the matter (which is an Eſſential cauſe) of vi. 
Gble Churches, nor are we any of us (0 much as viſible Saints, as net being (if their 

ent be according to Truth) baptized believers. Andit is ſafhiciently known 
that when put upon it,in a ſolemn Afembly,to declare whether they did believe,that 
the Churches in New-Exgland, were indeed true Churches of Chriſt, would not 
be gs waded to own that, And another ground of great & juſt Offence, is,the Time 
and manner of their proceeding, when they firſt combined into a pretended Church- 
eſtate, 1need not ſay bow New- England was circumſtanced at that hour, which 
tbey choſe to make their diſturbance in, and who did countenance and animate their 
motians; but that they ſhould moreorer take one that was under Cenſure, (at that 
very time under the lefſer,% afterward under the Lo Excommunicavion) in a 
Church of Chriſt, & ſet him up for an Admini#raer of Baptifm, yea, & of the Lord; 
too, and to receive Members of other Churches, without the conſent of the 
Church whereto they do belong ;Turs thee yet again & thou fnalt ſee greater Abominations. 
eb receive ſuch as have been aQually delivered up to Satan by a w hoſe Church 
of Chriſt, not for the opinion of Antipedobaptiſm, but for moral Scandal, Yea,them- 
ſelves in cold blood being Judges for for aud greer iuiquity, which I know tobe true 
with reference to the Anabaptiſts in Qu -ſtion ? What is this better then ſetting up 
an Altar again the Lords Altar ? And that this ſhould be done in Feruſalem, and as 
it were in open defiance of the Lords Temple, cannot but provoke the eyes of his 
orv. Iam uncertain, whether this deed can be parrallel'd throughont the wholz 
hritian world, From theſe Conſiderations, that holy Man, bleſſed Mr. Wilſos,(who 


like the Apoſtle ſohn, excelled inthe grace of Charity, and yet wasa Son of - 
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hee when he had to do with ſeducing Spirits, witneſs bis lately printed Sermon on 
ſer,29 8, which Sermon was preached on occaſion of the Anabaptiſts rſt ſetting 
wpia ion to theſe Churches of Chriſt) He laid thoſe of l.is Family under ſo- 
kno Adjuration,that they ſhould not at any time dare ſo much as once toenter into 
the Anabaptilts —_— my Soul, Come not thou into their ſecret, unto their Aſſembly, 
nie hononr be wot thou wnited) / charge you (ſaid the Men of God) rhat you do no! once go to 
hu them, for whatſocvuer they may pretend, —_ rob you of Ordinances, rob you of yur 
fouls, rob you of your God, Wilſon ! Thy body, Thy duſt remainerh ſtill in Bofon, 
hut where is thy Spirit ? where is thy Zeal ? 

I hall add no more at preſent ; How long I have toſpeak or write, 1 know not, 
But that God whoſe Iam, and whom I defire to ferve, hath ſet me in this place for the 
defence of his Goſpel, and the holy Ordinances of it, amongſt which uf am-beptifue 
i; one. And to him in Heaven Ican that love to the Trath, to the Churches, 
and to the dear Lambs of the Lord Jeſus hath moved me to ſtand up, and appear in 
this Cauſe. Fuit /ljom, funnues Trees, The firſt and moſt eminent Chriſtiansin New- 
Faglend, were not defective in Zeal againſt Errors,or thoſe that with an high hand 
hare propagned and propagated them ; Ah ! New-E art thon now New-E ug- 
lad! Remember whence thou art falloa, and do thy orks, loſt the Lord Jeſus, 
who hath lately removed four of thy Candleſticks out of their places, and forely 
tireatned others, ſay tha he will come quickly and remove all thy golden Candle- 
flicks, Therefore embrace not unchurching principles, The ſaow is fallen off from 
the venerable heads of thine Antient Worthyes, thy Leaders both Civil and Eccleft- 
aftical, ſothat now thou mayſt expeR a Land flood to be not far off. The Lord in mer- 
cx grant, that it may not be ſuch a flood (whereig Churehes fled into the Wilder- 
- —_ as that ſpokenof in the Revelation, which ſhall endanger thee 
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P.1,1.16, for have, hath. p.7./.15,r undeniably, F.12.1.25, dele of P. 144 
26.r, Church. 


